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9th Grade Humanities 2015/2016 Syllabus
Instructor: Michelle S. Clark

E-mail: mclark@hightechhigh.org

Room: 126  Office: 127

Phone: 
760-759-2700 Ext: 56204

“It is the nature of man [or woman] to rise to greatness if greatness is expected of him.”








John Steinbeck 

Course Description 
This course is designed to explore the impact of significant movements and developments in world 

cultures and geography, from ancient civilizations to modern day nations. Through in depth study of 

historical text, classic and contemporary World Literature, from the perspective of victors, villains, and 

victims-domestic and international, we will gain insight from the past and speculate outcomes for the 

future. This adventure will include excursions such as colonialism, independence, war, imperialism, 

immigration, race, ethnicity, culture, conflict and much more. Our journey will assuredly present 

interesting and controversial issues which will be addressed in an intelligent manner.  As we strive to 

understand the basis of international triumphs and failures, our primary goal is to maintain objectivity. 

However, honest opinions, questions, and comments delivered respectfully are welcome and appreciated 

by the instructor and your peers. 

World Cultures and Geography Objective
The history objective for this course is to provide students with an in depth educational experience that captures the developmental progression of the global world in which we live via art, literature, primary sources and historical texts. We will also examine the geographical region of each culture we study. The focus of the course is to foster critical thinking skills necessary for success in college and in life.
World Literature and Writer's Workshop Objective 
The English objective is to engage in a Reader's Workshop that provides students with experience reading and analyzing a broad range of literature such as plays, prose, poetry, short stories, and novels from a variety of cultures. In addition, Writer's Workshop allows for students to partake in consistent writing practice in a plethora of styles and forms. Public speaking skills, vocabulary, and reasoning practice will abound.
Overall Course Objectives
Students will 
· proficiently express their opinions and thoughts through a variety of writing styles.

· develop a broad background of literature from a variety of races and cultures.

· analyze and critique pieces of literature, both fiction and non-fiction.

· compose coherent arguments about historical and current events and be able to express those arguments in both written and oral media.

· participate and lead guided classroom discussions.

· collaborate and assist their peers in supportive ways.

· explore PAGES in history, People, Arts & Entertainment, Government, Economy, Successes & Struggles.

· experience a 9th grade year that they will never forget.

· embrace growth mindset for the rest of their lives!

Essential Question: 

How can 9th grade Humanities inspire students to think critically and act empathetically?
Semester I Tentative Road Map* [PAGES in History] Snapshots of the Seven Continents!

Weeks 1 & 2: Intro to 9th Grade (most significant year in high school!) & Our World!

P: Getting to know my new students!

A: Ghost Boy, Martin Pistorious 
G: Syllabus, Classroom Guidelines

E: Formative Assessments: World Cultures/Geography/Writing

S: Tragedies and Triumphs of 9th grade
The Culture of Me Mini-Project 

Week 3: Antarctica/Australia
P: Researchers/Australian Medley
A: National Geographic/Ancient Kakadu, Photography, Music festivals
G: Antarctic Treaty System/Parliamentary Democracy
E: Science, Fishing, Tourism/ Service Sector, Natural Resources
S: Territorial Disputes/Treatment of Aboriginal Population
The Culture of Me Mini-Project 

Weeks 4 & 5: Asia:  Japan/China
P: Connoisseurs/Working Class

A: Japanese Haiku/Chinese Cinderella, Adeleine Yen Mah 
G: Constitutional Monarchy/Communism

E: Motor Vehicles/Electronics, “Made in China”

S: Military/Censorship
Kireina Koto Mini-Project 

Weeks 6 & 7 Europe: UK

P: The Press, The Citizens 

A: 1984, George Orwell

G: Constitutional Monarchy/Commonwealth Realm 

E: Trade

S: Privacy 
I Always Feel Like Somebody's Watching Me 

Mini-Project
Weeks 8 & 9: Africa: South Africa
P: Black Africans, White, Colored, Indian

A: Kaffir Boy, Mark Mathabane
G: Republic (past townships)

E: Platinum, Gold, Natural Resources

S: The legacy of Apartheid 
Diversity Dilemma Mini-Project
Weeks 10-12: Latin America: Mexico

P: Migrant Workers 

A: The Circuit, Francisco Jimenez                           

G: Federal Republic

E: Manufacturing, Corruption

S: Immigration
La Cosecha Project

Week 13 Latin America: Various Countries
P: Artists, Poets, Musicians, Actors 

A: Art, Poetry, Music, Theater                           

G: Dictatorships

E: Socialist vs. Right Wing Conservatism

S: Los Desaparecidos 
Forces of Nature Project

Week 14: Fall Break
Weeks 15 & 16: Latin America: Various Countries cont.
P: Artists, Poets, Musicians, Actors 

A: Art, Poetry, Music, Theater                           

G: Dictatorships

E: Socialist vs. Right Wing Conservatism

S: Los Desaparecidos 
Forces of Nature Project
Week 17: Forces of Nature Exhibition Prep/Exhibition!

Week 18 & 19 Winter Break!

*This schedule is subject to revisions i.e. lengthening, shortening, adding or subtracting subject matter at the discretion of the instructor.
Semester II will be taught thematically and will consist of more in depth inquiries into specific subject areas.
Unit 1: World Religions and Belief Systems

Unit 2: International Conflicts and Resolution

Unit 3: Genocide

Unit 4: Generations

Unit 5: International Relations-MUN

Unit 6: Current Events
Principle Class Readings/Excerpts for Semester I

Class Reads:
Outliers

Ghost Boy

Chinese Cinderella

1984

Kaffir Boy

The Circuit
Book Posse Options:
In the Time of Butterflies

The Motorcycle Diaries

The House of the Spirits
Other options TBA
William Strunk and E.B. White, The Elements of Style
Various Authors, Primary Source Documents

Various Authors, A Place at the Table: Struggles for Equality in America
Various Authors, The Economist, Foreign Policy, Time, etc.
(As well as short stories, articles, press releases, diaries, book excerpts etc.)

Most of the literature is available online or will be distributed in class.  In the event that any student is unable to obtain a work, one will be provided for them.

Principle Class Readings for Semester II: TBA
Grading Total Points System so every point matters!

While the class will contain projects, both large (multi-week integrated endeavors) and small (shorter, humanities oriented assignments), quizzes, papers, literary circles, debates, a midterm and final exam will augment the student's overall experience in the course. Grading categories include: Participation, Process, and Products.
Grading Scale                   
             90-100 

     A-/A/A+



80-90

     B-/B/B+



70-80 

     C-/C/C+



60-70 
            D-/D/D+



59% and below      F
Please note that at all High Tech High schools a grade of 69% or lower is considered failing and will require the student to repeat the course in summer school.
Challenge Options
Every student will have the opportunity to engage in more challenging course work. You may select the “Challenge Me!”option of an assignment or project. You can also attend office hours to discuss intellectual curiosity based opportunities.

Late Work and Absences  
Google Classroom will be the primary location for work submission. Homework is due by 8:30 a.m., unless you are instructed otherwise. You must submit your projects or assignments when they are due. In the event that you cannot submit your work on time, your total available credit will decrease by 10% for every day the assignment is late. Work that is more than 4 days late will not be accepted. Throughout the semester, I will offer two make-up days where students who have failed to submit work will have the opportunity to hand it in. The maximum credit receivable by submitting on these days will be 70%. Absence from school necessitates that the student contact the teacher to acquire assignments missed so that they may be turned in upon the absent student's return. You will be given extra time to complete any work that was assigned while you were out of school.  In the event of a planned absence students must complete a Contract for Independent Study by contacting Isaac Jones.
Make Up Work:  If you happen to miss a day of school and there was something due then it is due on the day you return.  We will use Google Classroom so there really is no reason why you should not be able to access information and instructions from home. If you miss an exam or quiz, it is your responsibility to make it up on the day you return. You can schedule the make up for lunch or after school.  If you do not make it up I will be forced to enter a zero, and I strongly dislike doing that, so do us both a favor and make it up!
Cheating
If the student is caught cheating the penalties entail receiving an automatic zero followed by an additional loss of points in your citizenship grade. Your parents will be notified of the indiscretion. If there is a second incident, a committee will be called to assess the student's place at HTHNC.

Plagiarism
It is against High Tech High policy (and the law) to use another person’s work as your own.  Using another person's ideas or summaries is also a form of plagiarism.  In the event of uncertainty, the student should ask before turning in the work.  The first instance of plagiarism is an automatic failing of the assignment, and an additional loss of points in your citizenship grade.  If there is a second incident, a committee will be called to assess the student’s place at HTHNC.  All students are required to sign the HTH Code of Academic Integrity.

Suggested Materials
Please see the instructor for the Materials List if you did not attend Orientation.

Citizenship (Participation and Behavior) 
Participation is required, expected, graded and appreciated! The student's participation grade will be based on attendance, contributions to discussion, and overall behavior in the classroom. All students will begin the semester with full credit. Points may be deducted for various reasons and may be redeemed. If you respect yourself, respect others, and respect the environment then citizenship will not be a problem.
Student Support 
For students who desire/require extra academic support there will be ample opportunity for academic aid.“Humanities Happy Hour!”will take place on Thursdays from 3:30-4:30 p.m. And I can always arrange need based one-on-one lunch time tutoring by appointment. So there are no excuses for falling behind, only opportunities to catch up or get ahead!

Parent Support
Freshmen year is arguably the most significant year in high school as it sets the foundation for educational success. Students are embarking on the next phase of their adolescence and experiencing all of the emotions that the process entails. This can be an overwhelming and stressful time for students, parents, and teachers which is why it is extremely important that students, parents, and teachers work together to cultivate successful academic and social behavior.  By providing a favorable study environment, accountability, encouragement, and consistently (not excessively) accessing Powerschool, parents play a vital role in their child's education. (Powerschool will be updated approximately every two weeks.). We will also use Google Classroom all year so that parents can monitor assignments! 
In Conclusion
Success in life is vitally linked to success in education (formal or informal), and High Tech High North County's contribution is significant to that process. I am a firm believer in the value of education and its ability to generate ideas that ensure progress and change lives. I hope that my enthusiasm, energy, and experience will be beneficial to students, parents, and teachers. Thank you in advance for your compliance with the above guidelines, I'm looking forward to an amazing school year.








-Michelle S. Clark

Please clearly print then sign your name.

I, _______________________________(student)  and





(Print)

I, _________________________________(parent/guardian) 





(Print)

have read and understand the expectations and guidelines expressed in the 2015/2016 9th grade Humanities syllabus.

Student Signature

_________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature
_________________________

FOR THE PARENT/GUARDIAN: To demonstrate that I have read and understood the syllabus I will answer the following questions:
· What two major subjects will this course be covering?

· Name one project that we will be doing 1st semester.

· Name one book that we will be reading 1st semester.

· When should students turn in work?

· How often should you check Powerschool?
9th Grade Humanities Classroom Procedures
Once you enter the room you are subject to the procedures listed below.  Failure to comply with these procedures may result in the lowering of your participation grade and/or public humiliation. (Just kidding about the latter.)
The 3 R's: Respect yourself, respect others, respect our environment. Enough said!
HTHNC Student Handbook:  Read and abide by it because I will expect you to do so. 
Binders: I suggest that all students have a humanities binder with the following sections: Lecture Notes, Assignments, Project Information, Handouts, and Course Readings, as well as a Humanities Journal for notes and writing responses. 

Bathroom:  As freshmen/freshwomen you are expected to use your passing period and study time wisely.  However, should you desperately need to go to the bathroom, please make sure that you ask during an appropriate in-class transition time. 

Homework:  As freshmen/freshwomen you are expected to use your class time and study time wisely.  Unless there is a special circumstance, your work is due when it's due. See syllabus for further details.

Work Submission Format: Google Classroom will be the primary location for work submission.
Food and Drink:  In our efforts to keep this beautiful building beautiful we will not have food or drink in class (unless there is an extremely special occasion and you get it okayed by the powers that be).  I will however allow bottled water when all electronics are put away.  Mints are welcome all the time!
Technology:  At the end of each period all computers must be put away and plugged in and the room must resemble a respectable, clean classroom. (Feel free to leave unopened food or gifts at your discretion.)
Our Journey:  This adventure we call education has a plethora of destinations! These include but are not limited to:
Engaging Projects

Interactive Lecture

Writer's Workshop

Reader's Workshop

Socratic Seminars

Reading Journal Discussions (R.J.D.)

Performance (singing, acting, dancing)

Primary Source Analysis

Simulations

Speech and Debate

Academic Writing

Creative Writing

Spoken Word 

And so much more!!!

Content Breakdown: This may be a helpful way for you to organize the content we will focus on during each era. I like to call it P.A.G.E.S. In History.
P. We will study the people during a particular era.

A. We will study the arts and entertainment during a particular era.

G. We will study the government during a particular era.

E. We will study the economy during a particular era.

S. We will study the struggles and successes during a particular era.
Quests- At the end of every unit you have the opportunity to take a Quest to assess content knowledge. We can celebrate your learning together!

As you already know, not every day, nor every week will be typical, projects, holidays, staff days, my mood, and your mood, can and will occasionally alter these established procedures. I'd also like to add a little spice to the class by declaring special days such as “musical days”, all communication is in song,“accent days”, all communication has a distinct accent etc. Participation in these special days is not mandatory, it’s fun! 
Welcome to 9th grade Humanities...let's have a fabulously fierce year!
9th Grade Humanities FAQ's
(Frequently asked questions concerning classroom guidelines.)
· Q:  Should I come to class on time?

A:  Let's put it this way, if you are not seated, smiling and eager to learn by the time the class begins you will be considered tardy. 

· Q: Can I eat, drink or chew gum in class?

A:  No way! You spill one time, we may smell it for days. Breath mints and bottled water are o.k.  (Occasionally we have class refreshments.)

· Q:  Can I get up and go the bathroom whenever I feel like it?

A:  There will be a bathroom break after the first hour.  However you know your bladder better than I do and if you are unable to control it, please wait for an appropriate transition to handle your business.  Excessive restroom use will not be tolerated, you may be advised to see a physician. 

· Q:  Should I talk while the teacher or a classmate is talking without raising my hand and being acknowledged?  

A:  Not a good idea.  If someone else is sharing, 9 times out of 10, it's important!  (Of course there will be time when everybody is talking, singing, laughing etc.)

· Q:  Can I use the computer for“other than academic”purposes?

A:  Not recommended.  When you get caught (notice I didn't say“if”), you will lose your computer privileges for two weeks.

· Q:  Should I wear revealing clothing to school?

A:  My mom always says, “Nobody likes an unwrapped gift.”Please cover yourself and remember that you are in a professional environment.

· Q: Can I use language or gestures that may be disrespectful to others?

A:  Not if you want to stay in our classroom an enjoy the awesomeness of learning!

· Should I take teacher supplies without signing them out?

A:  If the supplies leave the room, please leave your signature on the clipboard.

· Q:  What if I'm not sure if what I am about to do is o.k. with Coach Clark?

A:  Ask me, I'm very approachable and would love to give you guidance. Just focus on respecting yourself, others, and the environment. 
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Reading Journal Entry Options
Reading Response (R.R.)
Step 1:  Choose one quote/passage from the reading section and write it in your journal.

Step 2:  Respond to the quote/passage using the following prompts or on your own.  Please write analysis 
rather than summary.  Express your thoughts and opinions freely in your commentary.


Some helpful prompts are:


I predict...


In the next part...


I think this is...


I picture...


I see...


This reminds me of...


I started to think about...


I got confused when the author said...


I'm not sure of...


I didn't expect...


Some words I didn't know were...


I was distracted by...


I lost track of everything except...


I stopped because...


I figured out this word from context...


I re-read this sentence/section...


I kept reading to see if things later became 
clear...


I took notes on the margin or on a post it...


I I made a diagram, drew a picture...

Quote, Comment, Question (Q.C.Q.)
Step 1:  Choose one quote/passage from the reading section and write it in your journal.

Step 2:  Comment on the quote/passage in one complete paragraph.  Be sure to express your 
thoughts, opinions  and analysis clearly and, be careful not to summarize the text.

Step 3:  Write one question that you have in regards to the quote/passage .

Think, Feel, Wonder (T.F.W.)
Step 1:  Choose one quote/passage from the reading section and write it in your journal.

Step 2:  Respond the quote/passage by sharing what it makes you think, feel and wonder. Be careful not to 
 summarize the text.  Express your thoughts and opinions freely in your commentary.

Step 3:  You will respond to your partners response and vice versa. Be kind, specific and helpful.

Got, Didn't Get, Question (G.DG.Q.)
Step 1:  Write down what you “got” from the reading section.  Feel free to summarize the text.

Step 2:  Write down what you “didn't get” from the reading section.

Step 3:  Write down some questions you still have.

Habits of Heart and Mind Analysis (HOHAM Analysis)
Step 1:  Choose one quote/passage from the reading section and write it in your journal.

Step 2:  Respond to the passage by applying one of the Habits of Heart or Mind to the quote/passage.   
You do not have to use all of the HOHAM's but please try to use a different one whenever 
possible.  Here they are in case you forget: 


Significance, Perspective, Evidence, Connection, Supposition,  Self Advocacy, Intellectual 
Curiosity, Integrity, Cooperation, Unlimited Potential
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Reading Challenge 



Reading Solution
	1.  Don't understand at all
	1.  Skip the sentence or clause (or even paragraph if you have to) and move on.  Come back to it if you have to, but it might not be necessary after you read the next section.

	2.  Don't understand at all
	2.  Reread and paraphrase (put into your own words)

	3.  Difficult word
	3.  Figure it out from context, skip it, or look it up if it is essential to understanding the sentence.

	4.  “Wordy”- I.e. too many words
	4.  Paraphrase- put it into your own words using fewer.

	5.  Getting lost in a long list of details
	5.  Skim it or skip it, figure out what detail is important and concentrate on that or just ignore it,  You can always come back to it later if you need to.

	6.  Getting lost in details and/or abstract language that is confusing
	6.  Go “home”- home is the topic sentence that tells you the main idea of the paragraph or section.  Look to the beginning of the paragraph- this is often where an author puts his/her “claim” or topic sentence.  Focus on that and move on, you can come back to the detail if you need to.

	7.  Long sentences
	7.  Break them up, clause by clause or skip clauses, or even the whole sentence

	8.  Long paragraphs
	8.  Break them up into manageable chunks of sentences or skip it altogether

	9.  Bored with the material
	9.  Grab onto something that does interest you the theme, the writing style anything that will help you complete the reading


Adapted from Peter Jana's Reading Challenges and Reading Solutions

Literary Guide for:                         By:               

Literary Movement




       Genre
Native American 


___




Fiction


___


Puritan (1472-1750)


___




Historical Fiction
___


Enlightenment (1750-1800)
___




Drama


___

Romanticism (1800-1840)

___




Non Fiction

___   Transcendentalism (1840-1855)
___




Auto/biography
___

Realism (1865-1915)


___




Short Story

___

Modern Age (1915-1946)

___




Poem


___

Contemporary (1946-Present)
___




Essay/Speech
___

*Naturalism, Regionalism, Imagism, Harlem Renaissance, Classicism, Local Color, Gothic, Grotesque
Point of View/Perspective




Conflict
1st


___





Man vs. Man


___

2nd 


___





Man vs. Self


___

3rd Limited

___





Man vs. Society

___

3rd Omniscient
___





Man vs. Nature

___










Man vs. Unknown

___
Character List






Character Connection Map 









(Draw how main characters are related to each other.)
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

Literary Devices 




              Major Themes 
1.








1.

2.








2.

3.








3.

4.








4.


5.








5.

Overall Reflection
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Ultimate in Essay Writing Tips!!!
Five Steps of Writing Process!:

· Pre-write

· Drafts

· Revision

· Proofread 

· Publishing

6 + 1 Writing Traits!:

· Ideas

· Organization

· Voice

· Sentence Fluency

· Word Choice

· Conventions

· Presentation 

Road Trip or Cheeseburger!:

1.  The Introduction tells people where they are going. (It's the top bun.)

2.  The Body takes them there. (It's the meat, cheese, bacon, lettuce, tomato, condiments.)

3.  The Conclusion tells people where they went and suggests some future trips. (It's the bottom bun.)

Introduction Outline
Interesting Lead In: (Anecdote/Story, Quote, Startling Statement, Conversation etc.)
Background Info: (Define issue. Include any background information that is necessary for comprehension of topic.)
Thesis Statement: (Subject + Opinion)
Body Paragraph Outline
Claim: (One idea from the thesis that gives the main idea of the paragraph):
Data: (Fact or Evidence that supports the main idea in the Claim Sentence.  Includes Transitional Phrases) 
Commentary: (Explanation(s) of how the Data reflects the main idea in the Claim Sentence)
Data: (New Fact or Evidence that supports the main idea in the Claim Sentence. Includes Transitional Phrases )
Commentary: (Explanation(s) of how new Data supports the main idea in the Claim Sentence)
Data: (New Fact or Evidence that supports the main idea in the Claim Sentence. Includes Transitional Phrases )
Commentary: (Explanation(s) of how new Data supports the main idea in the Claim Sentence)
Concluding Sentence: (Restates the main idea in the Claim Sentence and transitions into the next paragraph):
Or AXES method
Conclusion Outline 
Re-State Thesis: (Re-phrase thesis sentence from introduction)
Reflection: (Tell the reader why or how the main idea in the thesis is significant to them, why it matters)
Expand: (Add most important bits of insight from each body paragraph)
Clincher: (Apply what was written to all humans which brings a finished quality to the essay) 
