The Culture of Me Mini-Project
A culture is a way of life of a group of people--the behaviors, beliefs, values, and symbols that they accept, generally without thinking about them, and that are passed along by communication and imitation from one generation to the next.
-Journal of Psychology
Mini-Project Overview
9th grade is arguably one of the most challenging years in high school, however it is much easier when students are in an environment where they are known and cared about. A student's identity and the ability to think critically both play an important role in a student's interpretation of history, politics, and world events. Identity also plays a pivotal role in building a positive classroom culture. During this project students will have an opportunity to share their individual culture and learn from the culture of their classmates so that we can collectively define our classroom culture! The Habits of Mind will serve as our critical thinking lens for self examination and discovery!

Project Duration
Two weeks

Essential Questions
· What experiences, beliefs, values, attitudes, and behavior contribute to the culture of you?

· How can the recognition and celebration of individual culture contribute to a strong positive classroom culture?

· How can you analyze yourself and the world around you through a critical lens?
Objectives
· To become better acquainted with other students on our team.

· To review/learn the meaning and use of literary devices.

· To generate a class consensus on how the Habits of Mind will be utilized in class.
Final Products
· Original “I am from...” poem!

· Six Word Memoir (to be stenciled on our outer wall!)

· Habit of Mind Identity Bag!

· Side 1 represents all of the most significant events that have happened in your life.

· Side 2 represents ideas or events that have shaped your perspective on life.

· Side 3 represents evidence of your interests, hobbies, accomplishments in life.

· Side 4 represents the people that you connect with the most in your life.

· Side 5 represents the life you suppose/hope you will have in the future.

Habits of Heart and Mind 
Significance, Perspective, Evidence, Connection, Supposition (SPECS)

Common Core Standards
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.4 
Challenge Option Ideas
See instructor for personalized challenge options!
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Tips to get started!
· Spend some time reflecting on you who you are, where you came from, and where you're headed.

· Read sample “I am from...” poems.

· Use the categorization graphic organizer for the “I am from...” if necessary.

· Collect items, images, quotes, symbols etc. for your identity bag.

Brainbow Time!!
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